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John Keddie’s excellent little book on exclusive psalmody is now available to an 

American audience. Sing the Lord’s Song provides an eminently readable treatment of 

what God’s people ought to employ for song in His worship. Unlike many defenses of the 

Reformed Presbyterian position, which sometimes convey a negative, defensive and blunt 

polemic, Keddie adopts a positive, conciliatory and irenic tone, whilst not sacrificing an 

unflinching commitment and passion for psalmody. Though never apologetic, his primary 

concern is to win true worshipers, not win points. 

Keddie is systematic and thorough in his treatment, answering questions such as: “May 

we use Scripture paraphrases in sung worship? Isn’t worship primarily a matter of the 

heart? Doesn’t the New Testament give greater liberty than the Old in worship practices? 

Are all hymns wrong? Is the Regulative Principle binding on New Testament believers?” 

These and other concerns are answered convincingly and followed by a thorough 

exposition of Biblical teaching for the use of psalmody, and a Scriptural defense of the 

Regulative Principle. This updated edition also responds ably to more recent criticisms of 

exclusive psalmody, such as that of lain Murray. There is a most helpful chapter on 

psalmody in Church History (though there is quite a jump from the Early Church to the 

Reformation), offering helpful testimonies from nearly two millennia of psalmody to 

refute the claim that this is a “minority practice”. The case for a cappella singing is not 

within the author’s stated purpose, but although the scope of the book may be limited by 

its size (some 74 pages), Keddie provides an excellent annotated bibliography for further 

study. 

Here is an excellent tract for the times, when the Church at large is embroiled in the so- 

called “worship wars”; a call to worship that is neither “traditional” nor “contemporary” 

but Biblical. It is highly recommended as a reliable introduction to those interested in our 

Church’s position on worship (though the cover may not appeal to a younger audience!), 

and may be of particular use in Church membership classes. 
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